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Saigou SOUth Vietnam-—Ambass
Qabot Lodge and the
head of Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) operations in Saipon do not
agree on- United States policy for
lZetrmm, the New York Times re-

Amlmssador would be hap-

- Tbe
pler with a new CIA chicf.

John H. Richardson, chief of the
(JA operatlon in South Vietnam,
is being recalled to Washingztnn, it
was reported Jast n.ght. the Asso-
ciated Press said. The stated pur-
pose of bringing hun home at this
time js that he is wanted for con-
sultation, but qualified officials
said .t was unlikely that he would
return to South Vietnam.

The problem is not one of per-
sonalitles, What is involved i in
part the traditional rclationship,
sometimes of rivalry, between the
State rtment and the CIA, In
volves ‘the problem of
the CIA should be pri-
marily a straight intelligence net-
work, or have operative functions;
whether there should be separate
chiefs for intelligence and opera-
tions, the Times reported.

It is believed here that Lodge

| feels that when a man is amxghed

to an important and, as in this
oaee, difficult operative function,
the requirements of that post con-
flret with the objectivity and dis-
interest required of an intelligence
chiaf,

There Is no evidence that the
CIA chief has directly counter=

manded any orders by the ambas- :

sador. Assertioms that he has are
denied in all quarters here. \

Rather, even amid the current !
‘controversy, it s

that the CIA chiel, for more than
a8 year, has carried cut the ex- |
tremnely difficult and taxing job of

. working closely with Neo Dinh Nhu, ¢ -

In this aspect of his duties he has’

. done a superior job, say the other o

members of the mission. Tt is the '

basic contradiction between this |

role and that of an

chief that is at stake,
Precision Up To White House
Informants here sav Lodge has !

told Washington he wants a new:

chief, and that the CIA is i hnmgf

back hard The matter is b(ﬁ

now resting with the White House. -
It i believed here that Lodge [‘

intelligence *

 and the CIA rchief see ihis W'lﬂ
ffort m somewhat different bghts. Vo
kewwise, thev see the proper func-) * .

of a (A chief n different |

el.';;o mxe that In recentl

e g

1

acknowledged -

Samen

1eved‘<

wveeks in

evaluation of United Statc:jopolxcy

has been taking place, the Ameni.}

can mission here has tended to be-
come the theater on a small soale,

of the traditional conflict in Wash-|' -
ington of the Pentagon. the Statel

Department and the CIA. .
Par{ of the present struggle over
the CIA chief is believed to have a

parallel in a stiruggle by Lodge|
against Maj. Gen. Paul D. Harkins|:
io establish himself as the real asl|

well asg the nominal head of the
American mission here,

At the moment,

inake the CIA the scapegoat for
the unhappy everts of the last six
weeks. When govermment forces
raided FPuddhist pagodas on Aug.
21 the CIA seemed confused abaut
what was going on. There followed
the demand by Washington that
Ngo Dinh

fiance of that demand by Ngo Iinh
Diem, and Weshington’s decision
to go alone with the ime,
Some persistent enemles of
intelligence agency are accused ot
using recent events as an
tunity to vokoe their butterness
against the agency.

Many persons in Saigon contend -
that = gencral intelligence opera-}-

tives here are at the highest calis

ber, and say thev have played vital |
roles i some of most successful |

programs of the complicated coun-
ter-insurgency machinery,

]

3

some sources|
say, there is a growing effort to|

Nhu and his wife bel;
pushed cut of the government, de.|

the }
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